
B a l l e t  S o u t h e a s t  p r e s e n t s  

Saturday, January 28th, 2017 

3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

Murray Arts Center, Kennesaw, Georgia 





present and the         Pre-Professional Students of 

Atlanta Academy of Ballet and Dance 

a a b d s t u d i o s . c o m    6 7 8 - 2 2 4 - 8 9 3 1  

Music licensed by BMI and ASCAP music productions 

Rehearsal Assistants:  Megan Johnson,                                                                                      

Rachel Truitt, Aubrey Whipple 

Support Staff: Lori Joiner 

 

World Premiere: Theatre Imperial de l'Opera, Paris, May 5th,1870 

Original Cast: Guiseppina Bozacchi and Eugenie Fiocre 

Music by Leo Delibes 

Original Staging by Arthur Saint-Leon 

B a l l e t  S o u t h e a s t  

Restaged and Additional Choreography By Susan Banks Beebe 

“Spanish” Corps Dance and “Day” Choreography by Rosanne Walters 



Cast of Characters 

Mandy Evans, Ariana Fonzo, Anya Hart,                                                            

Olivia Rowe, Calla Vaughn, Aubrey Whipple,                               

Grace White, Victoria Wood 

 
Swanhilda:   Rebekah Diaddigo 

Franz:    James LaRussa 

Coppélia:   Heather Hatzenbuhler 

Dr. Coppélius: Alex Fasselt 

Dawn:    Olivia Rowe 

Sunset:    Aubrey Whipple 

Prayer:    Heather Hatzenbuhler 

Burgermeister: Terry Thomson 

Swanhilda’s Friends:  

Franz’s Friend: Jesse Joiner 

 

Arabian:   Terri Jean Thomson 

 

Chinese:    Katherine Kuckhoff 

 

Irish:     Gracie Jean Joiner 

 

Spanish:    Carly Walters  



Synopsis - Act I 

 The story begins during a town festival in an 18th                                      

century village where Swanhilda and Franz plan to marry. 

However, Swanhilda becomes unhappy with Franz when he 

seems to be paying more attention to a girl named Coppélia, 

who sits on the balcony of a nearby house. The house                                                      

belongs to a mysterious inventor, Doctor Coppélius.                                      

Although Coppélia spends all of her time sitting and reading, 

Franz is mesmerized by her beauty and is determined to                                

attract her attention. Still upset with Franz, Swanhilda 

shakes a stalk of wheat to her ear; folklore says if it                                    

rattles, then she will know Franz loves her. Upon doing so, 

however, she hears nothing. When she shakes it beside 

Franz's ear, he also hears nothing and tells her that the 

wheat did not rattle. She runs away heartbroken. 

 

 Later, Dr. Coppélius leaves his house without realizing 

that he has dropped his key in the street after a “run-in” with 

villagers. Swanhilda finds the key, which gives her an idea. 

She and her friends decide to enter Dr. Coppélius' house to 

learn more about Coppélia. Meanwhile, Franz develops his 

own plan to meet Coppélia, climbing a ladder to her balcony. 

 

 Swanhilda and her friends find themselves in a large 

room filled with motionless people. However, they discover 

that, rather than people, these are life-size mechanical 

dolls. They quickly wind them up and watch them move.                          

Swanhilda also finds Coppélia and discovers that she, too,                   

is a doll. 

 

 Dr. Coppélius returns home to find the girls and angrily 

kicks them out. As he begins cleaning up the mess, he notices 

Franz entering his home. The inventor wants to bring                                            

Coppélia to life but, to do that, he needs a human life force. 

With a magic spell, he will take Franz's spirit and transfer it 

to Coppélia. After Dr. Coppélius gives him some wine laced 

with sleeping powder, Franz begins to fall asleep. The                                                 

inventor then readies his magic spell. 

 

 Swanhilda stayed behind hiding. She dresses up in                                          

Coppélia's clothes and pretends that the doll has come to 

life. She wakes Franz and then winds up all the mechanical 

dolls to aid their escape. Dr. Coppélius becomes confused 

and then saddened when he finds a lifeless Coppélia behind 

the curtain. 



Synopsis - Act II 

PATRONS 

Please join us in thanking the following patrons 

who graciously provide financial support to 

A t l a n t a  A c a d e m y  o f  B a l l e t  a n d  D a n c e :      

ABACUS SOLUTIONS 

RIDGE LAKE INVESTMENTS 

DANCEMAX DANCEWEAR 

CALLAHAN CHIROPRACTIC 

VENTURE PHYSICAL THERAPY 

ELITE TOTAL WELLNESS 

 Swanhilda and Franz are about to make their wedding 

vows when the angry Dr. Coppélius appears, claiming                        

damages. At that point, the Burgermeister intervenes and 

gives Dr. Coppélius a bag of money to make him happy. 

Swanhilda and Franz are married and the entire town                                

celebrates by dancing. They all rejoice with a great                              

celebration. 



ridgelakeinvestments@yahoo.com 

Telephone 404-697-5822 

Fax 404-369-5257 

ATLANTA ACADEMY OF BALLET AND DANCE

www.ridgelakeinvestmentsllc.com 

“Ridge Lake Investments, LLC                                         

is dedicated to providing quality housing                                        

at an affordable price.                                                    

We strive to make each property                                 

one you will be proud to call home.” 



Act 1 - The Village & Dr. Coppélius’ House  

Scene 1- Dr. Coppélius’ House: 

 Alex Fasselt with Heather Hatzenbuhler 

 

Scene 2 - Village Scene: 

 Rebekah Diaddigo, James LaRussa, Jesse Joiner,                                                                           

 Terry Thomson with corps 

 

Mazurka: Lead: Jesse Joiner with Sophia Davila                                  

   and Madelyn Handy 

 Maysa Easto, Kayleigh Ferguson, Georgi Hyde,                                                                       

 Jordan Jackson, Ashley Marlin, Tiffany Oltjenbruns,                                            

 Lauren Plummer, Christine Resultan, Maria Richardson,                                                  

 Elizabeth Taylor, Stephanie Transou, Carly Walters  

 

Swanhilda's Friends: 

 Mandy Evans, Ariana Fonzo, Anya Hart, Olivia Rowe,                                      

 Calla Vaughn, Aubrey Whipple, Grace White, Victoria Wood 

 

Czardas:  Leads: Caroline Mutter, Claire White 

 Hope Abernathy, Grace Baskin, Taitum Callahan, Anna Chastain, 

 Loralei Ferguson,  Brycen Hart, Abi Walters, Kennedy Wilson 

 

Scene 3 - Dr. Coppélius’ House: 

 James LaRussa, Rebekah Diaddigo, Alex Fasselt, Jesse Joiner,                          

 Mandy Evans, Ariana Fonzo, Anya Hart, Olivia Rowe,                                         

 Calla Vaughn, Aubrey Whipple, Grace White, Victoria Wood 

 

Arabian:    Terri Jean Thomson   

Chinese:    Katherine Kuckhoff 

Irish:    Gracie Jean Joiner 

Spanish:    Carly Walters  

Ballerina Dolls:  Anna Chastain, Loralei Ferguson 

 

 



Act 2 - The Wedding 

Scene 1- Village Celebration 

 

Dance of the Hours: Jesse Joiner with: 

 Hope Abernathy, Grace Baskin, Taitum Callahan, Maysa Easto, 

 Kayleigh Ferguson, Brycen Hart, Georgi Hyde, Jordan Jackson, 

 Gracie Jean Joiner, Ashley Marlin, Caroline Mutter,                                       

 Tiffany Oltjenbruns, Elizabeth Taylor, Terri Jean Thomson, 

 Stephanie Transou, Abi Walters, Carly Walters, Claire White, 

 Kennedy Wilson 

 

Dawn:  Olivia Rowe 

Prayer:  Heather Hatzenbuhler 

Sunset:  Aubrey Whipple 

 

Wedding Friends: 

 Mandy Evans, Ariana Fonzo, Anya Hart, Calla Vaughn,                             

 Grace White, Victoria Wood 

 

Betrothed Ladies: Jesse Joiner with: 

 Sophia Davila, Madelyn Handy, Katherine Kuckhoff,                                        

 Lauren Plummer, Christine Resultan, Maria Richardson,                         

 Stephanie Transou 

 

Swanhilda and Franz Wedding Pas de Deux: 

 Rebekah Diaddigo and James LaRussa 

 

Finale: Entire Cast 

I n t e r m i s s i o n  
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Professional Company 

James La Russa began his dance 

training at The Atlanta Ballet and was a 

student of the pre-professional division by 

the age of 9. During his time as a student, 

James received full scholarships to the 

Atlanta Ballet Summer Intensive, Boston 

Ballet Summer Intensive, and the               

Australian Ballet School.  He has            

performed in  multiple works adjudicated 

for the Southeast Regional Ballet          

Association as well as Regional Dance 

America. After graduating high-school, 

James earned his Bachelor of Science    

degree at Emory University where he       

double-majored in Dance & Movement   

Studies and Biology with a concentration 

in Pre-Veterinary Medicine.  During his time 

at Emory, James was part of the Emory Dance Company, Captain of 

the Hip-Hop dance crew TrickaNomeTry (TNT), and a company member 

for the professional contemporary dance company, Staibdance. 

Rebekah Diaddigo’s passion  is to bring hope and dignity 

through dance. From sitting mesmerized by the Nutcracker as a    

toddler to training at the Atlanta   Ballet Centre for Dance         

Education she has discovered the joy and 

freedom dance can bring. In addition to 

dancing with      Ballet Southeast, Rebekah 

dances with the Proia Dance Project and 

other Atlanta area companies. As founder 

of Bluebird Uncaged, she has led four 

trips to Panama, Central America, to serve 

the community through dance. She has also 

produced several dance films including 

White Umbrella which tells the story of a 

trafficking survivor from bondage to    

redemption. Rebekah loves fostering      

collaboration within the dance community 

through her annual holiday production, 

Uncaged Christmas. She holds a BA in             

Communications from Thomas Edison State 

University and is a contributor for A       

Ballet Magazine. Her choreographic      

credits include Victoria Canal’s City Shoes 

music video and portions of the opener for Passion 2014. Rebekah 

enjoys mentoring the next generation of artists as a faculty                      

member of the Atlanta Ballet Centre for Dance Education and Still 

Pointe Studios. Outside of the studio Rebekah enjoys spending time 

with family, reading, and making flower crowns.  

https://vimeo.com/bluebirduncaged/whiteumbrella


Heather Hatzenbuhler began 

her dance career in high school after nine 

years as a competitive figure skater. Under 

the direction of Lori Zamzow-Wire at  

Sugarloaf Ballet, Heather progressed           

quickly to become a member of the Senior 

Company, performing many feature roles 

and winning numerous solo awards at 

dance competitions throughout the 

state. Heather attended the University of 

Georgia and graduated Summa Cum Laude 

with a degree in Environmental Economics 

and Management. Heather has performed 

with Refuge Dance Company, Dance Canvas, 

City Gate Dance Theatre, Gotta Dance   

Contemporary, and as a guest artist with 

Metayer Consevatory For the Arts.  Most 

recently she was a member of Ballet Palm Beach, a classical ballet 

company located in West Palm Beach, FL. Heather works as an      

environmental analyst when she’s not in the studio and is excited to 

be a part of Ballet Southeast's inaugural season. 

Alex Fasselt is a freshman at   

Chattahoochee Technical College and is 

currently enrolled in the Health Care 

Science program. He has been dancing for 

11 years and is blessed to have been a part 

of AABD since the studio was opened    

having the privilege of playing Bob 

Cratchit in A Christmas Carol, Prince 

Charming in Cinderella, and Li Shang in 

Mulan among other roles. Aside from 

dance, Alex is also very involved in         

Musical Theater, his most recent role  

being that of Jean Valjean in                        

Les Miserables. 

James has traveled with George Staib’s Company to perform          

multiple works in Stockholm Sweden, Sorrento Italy, and all 

across the Southeast United States.  James’s academic dedication 

earned him numerous awards including the Friends of Dance    

Scholarship, Zell Miller Scholarship, William & Otis Benton    

Scholar, and the Sudler Prize.  Since graduating, James remains in                   

Atlanta, continuing to dance for Staibdance and working as a     

Critical Care Veterinary Technician in the emergency room at        

Briarcliff Animal Clinic.  Following his dance career, James aspires 

to attend veterinary school, earn his DVM, and pursue his career in 

animal medicine. 



Aubrey Whipple is a Company Member 

with Ballet Southeast and is originally from 

Atlanta, GA. Aubrey is currently teaching  

classes in Ballet, Pointe and Modern at        

Atlanta Academy of Ballet and Dance. She 

most recently trained at Belhaven University 

in Jackson, Mississippi where she earned a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance. Aubrey has 

worked with many different artists and        

choreographers including; Elizabeth        

McMillan, Director of Vivid Ballet in            

Hartford, CT, Caleb Mitchell, former dancer 

with The Houston Ballet, Steve Rooks,            

Co-Director of Ad Deum Dance Company in  

Dallas, TX. She has also been in many dance 

festivals including, The Alabama Dance         

Festival (2015) and The American College 

Dance Association Festival (2016).   

Olivia Rowe is an Apprentice with Ballet 

Southeast and studies Modern at Kennesaw 

State University. She has performed works by 

Christine Winkler of the Atlanta Ballet and is 

currently working with choreographers Dr. 

Ivan Pulinkala and Lisa Lock of KSU. She has 

also performed for two seasons with the                       

professional company Gotta Dance                

Contemporary. Before college, she danced as 

a Professional Trainee at AABD where she is 

now an instructor. Olivia has also trained with 

prestigious companies such as BalletMet and 

Nashville Ballet. She is a member of the           

Nu Delta Alpha dance honor society at KSU 

and is a committee member with Project ENCORE. She loves the 

arts and is passionate about bringing dance into the community.  

Calla Vaughn is an apprentice with   

Ballet Southeast this season. She has been 

dancing since the age of three and could not 

imagine a life doing anything else. Calla grew 

up dancing in the Middle Georgia area, but now 

resides in Kennesaw, where she is pursuing a 

degree in Dance with a concentration in       

Ballet at Kennesaw State University. Calla is 

thrilled to be a part of the company this year 

and is excited to see what the future holds. 



Victoria Wood began her dance     

training at Impact Dance of Atlanta. At the age 

of 15, she began intensive ballet training at 

Atlanta Academy of Ballet and Dance in the 

Professional Trainee program. While at AABD, 

she danced the following roles: Mouse in   

Alice in Wonderland, Ghost of Christmas    

Present in The Christmas Carol, Evil             

Stepmother in Cinderella, and Mulan in Mulan. 

Victoria had the privilege to train with           

Orlando Ballet for two summers and            

Cincinnati Ballet for one summer. Victoria has 

also trained as an Apprentice with Gotta 

Dance Contemporary. She is humbled and     

excited to begin her professional dance       

career as a member of Ballet Southeast. 

Anya Hart 

Ariana Fonzo Mandy Evans 

Grace White 

Ballet Southeast Trainees 



Tiffany Oltjenbruns  

Hope Abernathy Grace Baskin Taitum Callahan Anna Chastain 

Madelyn Handy Brycen Hart  Georgi Hyde Jordan Jackson 

Caroline Mutter Christine Resultan 

Abi Walters Carly Walters Claire White Kennedy Wilson 

Lauren Plummer 

A t l a n t a  A c a d e m y  O f   



Ashley Marlin 

Sophia Davila Maysa Easto Kayleigh Ferguson Loralei Ferguson 

Gracie Jean Joiner Jesse Joiner Katherine Kuckhoff 

Maria Richardson Elizabeth Taylor Terri Jean Thomson Stephanie Transou 

P r e - P r o f e s s i o n a l  

Ballet Academy 

A t l a n t a  A c a d e m y  O f   B a l l e t  A n d  D a n c e  



AABD UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

Ballet Academy Auditions for 2017-18 School Year  

(more info to follow) 

 

Summer Intensives: 

3 Week Ballet and Contemporary Intensive (June 12 - 30th) 

1 week Ballet Intensive (July 10 - 14th) 

 Jr. Intensives (more info to follow) 

 

 Summer Open Classes - All Levels (more info to follow) 

and the 
Beast  

Beauty 

678.594.3119     elitetotalwellness.com 

3335 Cobb Pkwy NW Ste 230 

May 6th, 2017 



Atlanta Academy of  Ballet and Dance wishes to extend 
our heartfelt thanks to these sponsors whose financial support 

is critical to the success of our productions. 

T hank You To Our Sponsors! 




